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County Clare

Clare (An Clar) is a trip in itself. It combines an Atlantic-pounded coast, and dramatic and
unique wind-swept landscapes with artefacts from prehistory through medieval times. Of
course all this physical attraction is fine, but what will really get into your soul is that Clare
carries a song in its heart. This is the centre for traditional Irish music. From tiny village pubs
to large venues, you'll hear the county’s musicians not just keeping the legacy of song alive
but refining and developing it.

Ennis is the main city. From this hub of narrow streets and nightlife, the entire county is
a short trip away. But you'll want to take your time becoming part of Clare’s fabric. Wan-
der the coast. The desolate barrens south of Kilkee to Loop Head have dramatic cliffs and
sweeping vistas and a surprising paucity of visitors. North, you'll find absolutely wonderful
villages such as Miltown Malbay, Ennistymon and Kilfenora, where you'll find character and
characters ready to make you feel right at home.

The iconic headlands of the Cliffs of Moher and the music-filled pubs of Doolin are a draw
for many. Use them as an excuse to plunge further, for you'll be right on the edge of the
Burren, a stark, alien landscape of wild beauty and delightful villages such as Corofin.

Learn the fabric of this water-dashed, windswept land and soon you'll be singing your
own songs of joy.

HIGHLIGHTS
Urban Jungle Enjoying the many pubs,
songs and nightlife of Ennis (p372)

Rural Idle Delighting in the amazing drives,
walks and villages of Loop Head (p384)

The Real Deal Swooning to the music in the Lisdoonvarr: X camdy
uncompromised traditional pubs of Kilfenora KilfenoraX '

. . Ennistymon k- “* Corofin
(p399), Lisdoonvarna (p394) and Corofin
(p399). % Ennis

Barren Burren Finding lost dolmens and
abandoned abbeys amongst the rocky

expanse of the Burren at Carron (p398)

*
Loop Head
Village Life Becoming part of the scene P

in the artful, tuneful town of Ennistymon
(p386)
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Ennis (Inis) is a busy commercial cen-
tre and lies on the banks of the River Fer-
gus, which runs east, then south into the
Shannon Estuary.

It’s the place to stay if you want a bit of
urban flair; from Ennis, you can reach any
part of Clare in under two hours. Short on
sights, the town’s strengths are its food,
lodging and traditional entertainment. The
town centre, with its narrow, pedestrian-
friendly streets, is home to large, modern
stores.

lonelyplanet.com

History

The town’s medieval origins are indicated by
its irregular, narrow streets. Its most impor-
tant historical site is Ennis Friary, founded
in the 13th century by the O’Briens, kings of
Thomond, who also built a castle here in the
13th century. Much of the wooden town was
destroyed by fire in 1249 and again in 1306,
when it was razed by one of the O’Briens.

Orientation

The old town centre is on the Square, and
the principal streets, O’Connell St, High St
(becoming Parnell St), Bank Pland Abbey St,
radiate from there. There has been an effort to
create some pedestrian quarters around Par-
nell St with mixed results. The large but fairly
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mundane cathedral (1843) is at the southern
end of O’Connell St; its spire is a useful land-
mark from afar.

The completion of the N18 bypass east of
the city has done much to improve traffic, al-
though trips to the coast still take you through
the centre.

Information

BOOKSHOPS

Abbey News Agency (36 Abbey St) Good selection of
local and international newspapers. It also sells Ordnance
Survey maps.

Ennis Bookshop ( & 682 9000; 13 Abbey St) Good
independent shop for maps and books of local interest.
0'Mahony’s (@) 682 8355; Merchant Sq) Large local
branch of 100-year-old Limerick store.
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INTERNET ACCESS

Linkserve (@) 689 3767; 4A Lower Market St; per hr €1;
£%910.30am-9pm) Upstairs, bargain prices on surfing and
internet calling.

LIBRARIES

De Valera Library (@) 682 1616; Harmony Row;

%4 10am-5.30pm Mon, Wed & Thu, to 8pm Tue & Fri, to
2pm Sat) Offers one hour of free internet access. Also has
dedicated email screens for short-term use.

MEDICAL SERVICES
Cassidy’s Pharmacy ( (@) 682 8765; 10 0"Connell St;
£} 8am-6pm)

MONEY
You can change money and use ATM:s at vari-
ous banks on the Square.

POST
The post office is on Bank Pl, northwest of
the Square.

TOURIST INFORMATION

Ennis tourist office (@) 682 8366; www.shannon
regiontourism.ie; Arthur's Row; % 9.30am-5.30pm Jul

& Aug, 9.30am-Tpm & 2-5.30pm Mon-Sat Mar-Jun &
Sep-Dec, 9.30am-1pm & 2-5.30pm Mon-Fri Jan & Feb) Very
helpful and efficient. Can book accommodation for a €4
fee; lots of green blarney gifts.

Sights

MONUMENTS & SCULPTURES

In the town centre, the Square, is a Daniel
0’Connell monument. His election to the Brit-
ish parliament by a huge majority in 1828
forced Britain to lift its bar on Catholic MPs
and led to the Act of Catholic Emancipation a
year later. The ‘Great Liberator’ stands on an
extremely high column, so far above the rest
of us you would hardly know he was there.
Eamon de Valera was teachta Ddla (TD; mem-
ber of the Irish Parliament) for Clare from
1917 to 1959. There’s a bronze statue of him
near Ennis courthouse.

Numerous modern sculptures can be found
scattered around the centre. Works such as
the Weathered Woman on Old Barrack St are
both interesting and provide a handy place to
sit. Get the Ennis Sculpture Trail map from
the tourist office.

ENNIS FRIARY
Just north of the Square is Ennis Friary (@ 682
9100; Abbey St; adult/child €1.50/0.75; % 10am-6pm




