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North Moravia

To lazily pay heed to the reputation endured by North Moravia, you'd assume (wrongly)
that the region is a shabby grab bag of industry and mining, all isolated by the tyranny of
distance from the interest and influence of faraway Prague. And while some areas do retain
a distinct grittiness, there’s simply too much of interest to give the region the travellers’
cold shoulder.

The glorious cityscape of Olomouc (possibly Central Europe’s most underrated), hosts an
urbane population inspired by a lively influx of students. Thanks to a profound lack of tour-
ists, Olomouc provides the truest sense of what Prague would be like without the crowds:
in a word, fabulous. Contrasting with the city’s lively present and future is a fascinating and
ancient ecclesiastical history that is unmissable.

In the looming northern steel town of Ostrava a proud industrial heritage is being reborn
with the energy of the 21st century. On the weekend crowds gather in one of the country’s
biggest party scenes, which can get a tad crazy - who says Moravians are reserved? There's
more celebration of industry at the fascinating Tatra museum in Kopfivnice.

Outside of the cosmopolitan ‘double-O’ axis of Ostrava and Olomouc, the rugged Jeseniky
Mountains (Nizky Jesenik) bordering Poland contain pretty spa towns and some fine oppor-
tunities for hiking, cycling and cross-country skiing. The terrain is lower in the Beskydy moun-
tains bordering Slovakia, but there’s nothing second-fiddle about the traditional architecture
and interesting Wallachian culture surrounding Stramberk and Roznov pod Radhos$tém.

HIGHLIGHTS

Admire the stunning Holy Trinity column
(p271) in Olomouc, the country’s most
underrated city

i i i * Jesenik
Catch the quirky midday display of Olo- Pt
mouc’s proletarian astronomical clock
(p269) Stodoln; unce *
ni I{
Discover the rustic past amid the traditional Olomouc odom e
wooden buildings of Stramberk (p280) and Holy Trinity Column &
astronomical clock .
Roznov pod Radhostém’s Wallachian open- * * Stramberk
air museum (p289)
% Wallachian
Party hard in the raucous bars and clubs of Open-air Museum

R L. Radhostem
Ostrava’s notorious Stodolni ulice (p279)

Relax and recharge in the delightfully
wooded spa town of Jesenik Lazné (p275)
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