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Two of Corsica’s finest seaside towns, each with a gorgeous beach, an interior with scenery 
that’s gentler on the eye than the starkness of so much of inland Corsica, rural hamlets that 
ooze character and a southern coastal fringe with a hold-on-to-your-hat coastal drive: the 
 Balagne is almost a microcosm of the island.

 Calvi, landing point for the tens of thousands who pour off the ferries from mainland 
France and Italy and one of the first Corsican towns to embrace tourism, contrasts with 
its quieter northern neighbour, Île Rousse. Linking them is the dinkiest train you’ve ever 
bucked and swayed on, a great ride for its own sake and sole means of access to lots of 
getaway beaches and coves.

Inland is another, more tranquil world where low hills unfurl eastwards from the coastal 
plain to the Monte Cinto massif. Man has left his stamp upon the interior, often called the 
‘garden’ or ‘orchard’ of Corsica, reflecting its fertile soil and mild microclimate. Citrus orchards 
and ancient olive groves abound despite recurrent and devastating fires, the latest and among 
the most disastrous as recently as 2005. The craft hamlets of Pigna and Lama; the fortress 
villages of Speloncato and Sant’Antonino, each perched atop a knoll with heartstopping 
360-degree views; Calenzana, starting point of two major long-distance trails and bustling 
with walkers – these and others each tempt you to linger.

Too gentle for you? Need a little adrenalin pumping? Then take the coastal drive from Calvi 
to Galéria. Both the scenery and thrill of the drive are heartstopping in equal measure.

Calvi & La Balagne  

HIGHLIGHTS  

 Scents of the Maquis
Linger in the  Parc de Saleccia  ( p136 ), savouring the trees, shrubs 
and flowers of the island 

 Seek Your Fortune
Explore the abandoned silver mine at 
 Argentella ( p135 ) 

 Shopping
Snoop out local specialities along the  Balagne  
craft trail ( p139 )

 Music Maestro
Bop with the best at the renowned jazz 
 festival in Calvi ( p130 ) or hum to Corsican choral 
singing at  Festivoce in Pigna ( p144 )

 Bump & Sway
Jump aboard the  Tramways de Balagne ( p133 ) for an unforgettable trip along the coastline 

Parc de Saleccia

Pigna Balagne Craft Trail

Tramways de Balagne

Calvi

Argentella
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 CALVI  
pop 5200
The most dramatic way to arrive in  Calvi, 
‘capital’ of the Balagne region, is by boat 
from mainland Europe, ideally as dawn bursts 
above its backdrop of mountains. A thriving 
little town, it stretches lazily along the bay 
under the watchful eye of its citadel. It’s the 
Corsican town that’s closest to the Mediterra-
nean coast of metropolitan France and, with 
its thriving café culture, restaurants ringing 
the port and sandy beach, it resembles any 
number of the smaller towns along the French 
Riviera. 

Explore the lanes and alleys of the citadel, 
dine at one of the restaurants that fringe quai 
Landry, loll on the long strand of beach to 
the south or indulge in some more strenuous 
aquatic activity. Do reserve at least half a day to 
jump aboard the Tramways de Balagne (see the 
boxed text,  p133 ) and trundle to Île Rousse and 
back, stopping off at some delightful beaches 
on the way. Calvi is also a major access point 
for the villages of the Balagne interior (see the 
driving route described on  p139 ).

On the downside, the little town at-
tracts more holidaymakers than any other 
Corsican destination except Porto-Vecchio 
and the Ajaccio area. In July and August, 
when the resident population swells to over 
40,000, prices are correspondingly high and 
hotels and camping grounds are stretched to 
bursting.

HISTORY  
It was in the 1st century AD that the Romans 
laid the foundations of the town of Calvi, al-
though  the Golfe de Calvi had been a port of 
call for sailors from even earlier times. Sacked 
subsequently by Barbary raiders, Calvi got 
back on its feet under the Pisans between the 
11th and the 13th centuries. Rivalries between 
local lords, especially those from Cap Corse, 
finally led the population to turn to Genoa 
for protection in 1278. The then-powerful 
republic on the Italian mainland could not 
have asked for better luck and wasted no 
time in turning the inhabitants of Calvi into 
good  Genoese citizens. Using Calvi as a base, 
along with the southern town of Bonifacio 
(which it already controlled), Genoa was 
able to exert its power over the rest of the 
island.

Calvi came to be so totally identified 
with its loyalty to Genoa that many other 
Corsican communities considered Calvi, 
rather than Genoa, the oppressor. It was 
under the Genoese that Calvi’s citadel was 
built and fortified against the outside world. 
Over the centuries of Genoese overlordship, 
Calvi would nevertheless be put sorely to 
the test.

In the mid-16th century Corsica was caught 
up in the rivalry between Henri II of France 
and Charles V of Spain (king of Spain and 
also holy Roman emperor). In 1553 France 
dispatched a squadron made up of French 
troops and Turkish forces under the com-
mand of the Turkish privateer Dragut. This 
fleet captured Bastia, St-Florent and Bonifacio 
but failed to take Calvi. It was on this occa-
sion that Genoa gave the town its motto in 
recognition: Civitas Calvi Semper Fidelis (City 
of Calvi forever faithful).

ORIENTATION  
 The citadel – also known as the upper town 
(haute ville) – is built on a promontory to 
the northeast of the lower town (basse ville), 
which is home to most of the town’s eat-
ing, sleeping and shopping options. The 
hub of activity by day is centred around the 
long beach that stretches southeast of town. 
By night it transfers to quai Landry (along 
the front of the marina) for bars, beers and 
brasseries. Blvd Wilson is the main shopping 
street and the place to find banks and shops. 
Rue Alsace Lorraine, part of the small cob-
bled pedestrianised area, is worth a browse 
for its handful of artisan workshops and craft 
studios.

INFORMATION  
Bookshops  
Black ‘n’ Blue (20 blvd Wilson) French and a few 
foreign-language books, guides, maps and a selection of 
Corsican CDs.
Press’Info (av de la République) A good range of 
French-language and foreign newspapers, magazines and 
guidebooks.

Internet Access  
Café de l’Orient  (16 quai Landry; €1 connection plus per 
min €0.10; h10am-midnight) Quayside café with a set 
of computer terminals.
Corsica 2B Informatique (av Santa Maria; per hr €3; 
h9.15am-9pm Mon-Sat, 3.30-9pm Sun) Half the price 
and twice as fast.

Laundry  
Laundrette (10 blvd Wilson; h7am-10pm)
Laundrette (av Christophe Colomb; h7.30am-10.30pm) 
Above Super U car park.

Medical Services  
 Emergency Medical Centre (%04 95 65 11 22; rte 
du Stade; h24hr) Off rte de Santore.

Post  
Post office (cnr blvd Wilson & av de la République)

Tourist Information  
Tourist office (%04 95 65 16 67; www.balagne-corsica
.com in French;  port de plaisance; h9am-12.30pm & 
3-6.30pm daily Jul & Aug; 9am-noon & 2-6pm Mon-Sat 
May, Jun, Sep & Oct; 9am-noon & 2-6pm Mon-Fri Nov-Apr) 
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To Nice (80km);
Marseille (120km);

Savona (Italy, 120km)

To Camping
Paduella (1.5km);

Camping La Pinède (1.5km);
Hôtel Cyrnea (1.5km); A Cavallu Riding

Centre (2km); La Camargue (2.5km);
Calvi-Ste-Catherine Airport (6.5km);
Calenzana (10km); Algajola (17km);

Île Rousse (24km)

To Notre Dame de la Serra
(4km); Pointe de la Revellata
(5.5km); Galéria (37.5km);
Porto via D81
(82km)

To Hôtel Les Aloes
(1.8km); Hôtel La
Villa (5km)

To Relais
International
de la Jeunesse
(2km)
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INFORMATION

Taxi Rank.............................. A3
Super U Carpark....................(see 6)
Les Beaux Voyages Bus Stop.. A3
Hertz...................................... B3
Garage d'Angeli..................... B2
Ferry Quay............................ C2
Europcar................................ A3

L'Havanita...........................(see 33)
Chez Tao............................... C2

U Minellu............................... B2
U Fornu................................. A2
U Callelu................................ B3
Le Tire Bouchon..................... B2
Le Jardin..............................(see 28)
L'Abri Cotier........................... B3
Emile's.................................... B3
Covered Market..................... B3
Best Of................................... B3
Aux Bons Amis....................... B3

Hôtel Le Rocher..................... A3
Hôtel Le Magnolia.................. B2
Hôtel du Centre..................... B2
Hôtel Belvédère...................... B2
Casa Vecchia......................... A5

Tour de Sel............................ C2
    of Christopher Columbus... C2
Plaque Marking Reputed Birthplace
    St-Antoine......................... C2
Oratoire de la Confrérie
    Office................................ A3
Les Beaux Voyages Ticket
L'Hippocampe.....................(see 20)
EPIC....................................... A3
Corse Voyages....................... B2

Colombo Line......................... B3
Club de Plongée Castille......... B3
Citadel Entrance..................... B2
Cathédrale St-Jean Baptiste.... C2
Caserne Sampiero.................. C2
Calvi Plongée......................... B3
Calvi Nautique Club............... A4
Bastion Celle.......................... C2
A Scimia Calvese.................... B5

Tourist Office.......................... A3
    Annexe............................(see 16)
Seasonal Tourist Office
Press'Info................................. A3
Post Office............................... A3
Laundrette............................... A5
Laundrette............................... B3
Emergency Medical Centre...... A4
Corsica 2B Informatique........... A3
Café de I'Orient....................... B3
Black 'n' Blue........................... A3

126 127



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




