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Northwest Algeria

It has rolling hills, fertile farmland, some glorious — and gloriously uncrowded - beaches,
big ports, and towns embellished with reminders of the region’s glorious past, yet the
northwest is the least visited region of northern Algeria.

Oran, the capital of the northwest, is Algeria’s most important port and naval base. Home
to pirates and princes, fought over by the Spaniards and Ottomans, and rebuilt in grand
style by French colonialists, Oran today is a lively Mediterranean city with a distinctive
character that sets it apart from Algiers.

The northwest also contains some of Algeria’s richest farmland, particularly around
Tlemcen, which in part explains why that town became the capital of the Maghreb, this
part of northern Africa, in the 14th century. The region has also long been noted for its
grapes and it was here that French colonists based their winemaking, a tradition that con-
tinues today - the best of Algeria’s considerable selection of cuvées come from around
Tlemcen and the area south of Oran.

Outside of Oran the pace is slow and the sight of foreign visitors less expected. Tlemcen
contains the best of the sights, both in town and on the heights above it. The coast from
the Moroccan border to Oran has some of the Mediterranean’s most unspoiled beaches,
with beautiful coves and large swaths of sand, although significant coastal developments
are being planned as Algeria — and the northwest — gears up to attract more visitors.

HIGHLIGHTS

B Take in the royal view from the ruined sultan’s palace in Tlemcen and then visit the
neighbouring tomb of the revered mystic Sidi Boumediene (p149)

B Be moved by the beat of rai in the place of its birth - if you can’t be there to join the crowds
at the August festival, head to one of Oran’s nightclubs at Ain el-Turck (p145)

B Stretch out on the pristine beaches (p142) along the coast west of Oran - the further you
head, the more likely you will have the place
to yourself

B Have a quiet moment in the Grand Mosque
(p148) of Tlemcen, one of the Maghreb’s most
impressive religious buildings * Oran

B Stroll around the casbah and old town of
Oran (p139) for a taste of its pirateering days

*
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History

There’s a strong Moroccan influence in the
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History

Humans settled around the broad sweep
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Northwest Algeria has seen less violence
recently than the northeast. Neverthe-
less, at the time of writing several foreign
governments continued to advise against
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grand civic buildings. At the outbreak of
WWII the Mers el-Kebir naval base was
home to a significant squadron of French
battleships. When France surrendered to
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